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Purpose Statement

New York City’s continuous budget cuts infringe on the possibility of a 
proper art education in low income public schools. 

The Center for Art Education Study shows that lacking emphasis 
on art curriculum results in lower graduation rates.

Majority of the city’s public schools failed to meet the minimum state requirements 
for arts education as set by the New York State Education Department.

Many underfunded schools do not have the resources, space, or size of 
student population to support a full-time certified arts teacher on staff.
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Fair Arts Connect is an online database that links low-income public schools with local 
artists. Registered artists volunteer in a school of their choice teaching all art 
disciplines including crafts, fine arts, filmmaking, graphic and digital design. 

Partnerships between schools and outside arts and cultural organizations deepen not only arts learning 
opportunities for participating students but also learning across curriculums.

Why?

These partnerships will  also echo beyond the school walls as students and staff are 
connected to community resources in new and engaging ways.

The goal is to provide a fair arts education to all children in public schools in the New York City area. FAC’s main 
mission is to help fill the gap in underfunded art programs in order to help children realize their full potential, 
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Precedence

Free Arts NYC

Free Arts NYC provides under-served 
children and families with a combination of 
educational arts and mentoring programs.

Materials for the Arts

Materials for the Arts, NYC Department of Cultural 
Affairs, helps artists realize their visions, provides 
students with a richer educational experience, and 
furnishes businesses with a simple and efficient 
way to enhance the cultural life of their city.

     Center for Arts Education

The Center for Arts Education (CAE) is 
dedicated to ensuring that New York City Public 
School students have quality arts learning as an 
essential part of their K-12 education.
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Prototype-Main page

Log in as an artist
or a school administrator

Follow live 
Twitter feeds

Join the conversation

Easy and quick navigation
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Prototype-Registration page

Login indicator

Choose skills

Your Availability

Select a school
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Thursday, December 15, 2011



Final Website

Thursday, December 15, 2011



Final Website

Thursday, December 15, 2011



Final Website

Thursday, December 15, 2011



Final Website

www.fairartsconnect.com
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User Feedback
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Conclusion from user feedback

Most artists are willing to participate in Fair Arts Connect on volunteer 
basis in order to give back to their community
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Conclusion from user feedback

Most artists are willing to participate in Fair Arts Connect on volunteer 
basis in order to give back to their community

School Teachers would use the database if the interface was intuitive and easy to use

Parents approve the use of FAC database in their children’s school

Most users found the website easy to navigate and informative

Social media capabilities of the database draws in more potential participants
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Future Directions

Implement Fine Arts Connect in all New York City Public Schools

Receive grants to fund the project

Collect funds through the website to purchase art supplies for under-funded 
public schools in order to create a stronger arts curriculum

Finish the website and get more feedback from artists and school administrators
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Questions?
Comments?
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Galina Rybatsky
Major Studio: Fall 2011

Instructor: Jonah Brucker-Cohen
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